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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



undher fourteen ," and with this assurance on the part of 
the groom, they left the stable. 

On being led into the dwelling-house, the stranger 
found the table spread for supper, and the owner of the 
mansion, pointing to a chair, invited him to partake of 
the evening meal. 

Tl»e reader need scarcely be told that the invitation 
came from Gerald Pepper, for, I suppose, the white horse 
in the stable has already explained whose house chance 
had directed the trooper to, though all his endeavours to 
find it had proved unavailing. 

Gerald still maintained the bearing which characterized 
his first meeting with the Englishman on his threshold — 
it was that of reserved courtesy. Magdalene, his gentle 
wife, wn. seated near the table, with an infant child sleep- 
ing upon her lap ; her sweet features were strikingly ex- 
pressive of sadness; and as the stranger entered the apart- 
ment, her eye was raised in one timorous glance upon 
the man .whose terrible mission she was too well aware 
of, and the long lashes sank downwards again upon the 
pale cheek that recent sorrows had robbed of its bloom. 

" Conic, Sir," said Gerald, " after such a day of fatigue 
as yours has been, some refreshment will be welcome ;" 
and the Englishman, presently, by deeds, not words, com- 
menced giving ample evidence of the truth of the obser- 
vation. As the meal proceeded, he recounted some of 
the mishaps that had befallen him, all of which Gerald 
knew before, through Ilory Oge, who was in the house at 
that very moment, though, fur obvious reasons he did not 
make his appearance ; and, at last, the stranger put the 
question to itis host, if he knew any one in that neigh- 
bourhood called Gerald I'eppcr. 

Magdalene felt) her blood run cold, but Gerald quietly 
replied, there was a person of that name thereabouts. 
'• Is his property a good one ?" said the trooper. 
" Very much reduced of late," said Gerald. 
"Balhgarth they call it," said the soldier : " is that far 
from here?" 

_" It would puzzle me to tell you how to go to it from 
this place," was the answer. 

" It- is very provoking,'' said the trooper ; " ! have been 
looking for it these three days and cannot find it, and 
nobody seems to know where it is." 

Magdalene, at these words, felt a momentary relief, 
yet still she scarcely dared to breathe. 

" The truth is,'' continued the soldier, " that I am 
entitled, under the king's last commission, to that proper- 
ty, for all Pepper's possessions have been forfeited." 

The baby, as it slept in its mother's lap, smiled as its 
legalised despoiler uttered these last words, and poor 
Magdalene, smote to the heart by the incident, melted 
into tears ; but, by a powerful effort, she repressed any 
audible evidence of grief, and, shading her eyes with her 
hand, her tears dropped in silence over her sleeping 
child. 

Gerald observed her emotion, and found it difficult to 
master his own feelings. 

•'Now it is rather hard," continued the soldier, " that 
I have been hunting up ami down the country for this 
confounded place, and can't find it. I thought it a line 
thing, but I suppose it's nothing to talk of, or somebody 
•would know of it; and more provoking still, we soldiers 
have yet our hands so full of work, that I only got four 
days* leave, and to-morrow night I am bound to return to 
Dublin, or I shall be guilty of a breach of duly ; and how 
1 am to return, with my horse in the disabled state that 
this detestable country has left him, I cannot conceive." 
" You will be hard run to 'accomplish it," said Gerald. 
**Now will you make a bargain with me?" said the 
soldier. 
" Of what nature ?" said Gerald. 
"There" — said the soldier, throwing down on the ta- 
Me a piece of folded parchment, — "there is the deben- 
ture entitling the holder thereof to the property I have 
named. Now, I must give up looking for it, for the pre- 
Hint, and I am tired of hunting after it, into the bargain ; 
besides, God knows when I may be able to come here 
igain. You are on the spot, and may make use of this 
instrument, which empowers you to take full possession 
of the property whatever it may be ; to you it may be 



valuable. At a word then, if I give you this debenture, 
will you give me the white horse that is standing in vour 
stable ?" 

Next to his wife and children, Gerald Pepper loved his 
white horse; and the favourite animal so suddenly and 
unexpectedly named startled him, and, strange as it may 
appear, he paused for a moment ; but Magdalene, unseen 
by the soldier, behind whom she was seated, clasped her 
outstretched bands in the action of supplication to her 
husband, and met his eye with an imploring look that, at 
once, produced his answer. 

" Agreed !"said Gerald. 

" 'T is a bargain," said the soldier; and he tossed the 
debenture across the table :-.s the property of the man 
whom it was intended to leave destitute. 

Having thus put the man into possession of his own 
properly, the soldier commenced spending the night plea- 
santly, and it need not be added that Gerald Pepper was 
in excellent humour to help him. 

As for poor Magdalene, when the bargain was com- 
pletcd.ber heart was too full to permit her to remain longer, 
and hurrying to the apartment where the elder children 
were sleeping, she kissed them passionately, and, throw, 
ing herself on her knees between their little beds, wept 
profusely, as she offered the fervent outpourings of a 
grateful heart to heaven, for the ruin so wonderfully 
averted from their innocent heads. 

The next morning the English soldier was in his saddle 
at an early hour, and he seemed to entertain all the sa- 
tisfaction of an habitual horseman, in feeling the stately 
tread of the bold steed beneath him. The white horse 
champed his bit, and, by his occasional curvetting*, evinced 
a consciousness that his accustomed rider was not on his 
back ; but the firm seat and masterly hand of the soldier 
shortly reduced such slight marks of rebellion into obe- 
dience, and he soon bade Gerald Pepper farewell. 

The parting was rather brief and silent ; for to have 
been other, would not have accorded with the habits of 
the one, nor suited the immediate humour of the other, 
In answer to the spur of the soldier, the white horse gal- 
loped down the avenue of his former master's domain, 
and left behind him the fields in which he had been bred. 
Gerald Pepper looked after his noble steed while he re- 
mained within sight, and thought no one was witness to 
the tear he dashed from his eye when be turned to re- 
enter his house. 



FORMER TIMES. 

Light is intended by our Maker for action, and darknesi 
for rest. In the fourteenth century the shops in Path 
were opened at four in the mornin 5 . The king of France 
dined at eight in the morning, and retired to his bed- 
chamber at the same hour in the evening. During tho 
reign of Henry the Eighth fashionable people in England 
breakfasted at seven in the morning, and dined at ten in 
the forenoon. In Elizabeth's time, the nofiiiity, gentry, 
and students dined at eleven forenoon, and supped be- 
tween five and six afternoon. In the reign of Charles 
the Second, fourin the afternoon was the appointed hour 
for acting play?. The diversions of the day were tourna- 
ment, tennis, hunting, racing, and such active exercises. 
Formerly active exercises prevailed among a robust and 
plain people — the milder pleasures of society prevail as 
manners refine. 



At Dutch Guiana, or Surinam, grows an herbaeeout 
plant called Troolies : its leaves lie on the ground* aind 
sometimes are thirty feet in length and three in breadth; 
it serves as a general covering for houses, and will last se- 
veral years without any repair. 
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